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STATUS OF CLAIMS 

The application was originally filed with eight (8) claims. A Preliminary Amendment 
was filed on February 22, 2002, canceling all claims and adding new claims 9-16. 

An Amendment under 37 C.F.R. § 1.111 was filed on December 9, 2004, in response to 
an Office Action mailed September 28, 2004, in which claims 9, 10, 13, and 16 were amended. 
An Amendment under 37 C.F.R. § 1.116 was filed on May 25, 2005, in response to an Office 
Action mailed May 17, 2005, in which no claims were amended, and claims 17 and 18 were 
added; the corresponding amendments were entered by a Request for Continued Examination 
filed on July 22, 2005. Applicants filed an Amendment under 37 C.F.R. § 1 .1 1 1 on October 19, 
2005, in response to an Office Action mailed September 27, 2005, in which no claims were 
amended. Applicants filed an Amendment under 37 C.F.R. § 1 .1 12 on January 3, 2006, in 
response to an Office Action mailed December 21, 2005, in which no claims were amended. 
Applicants filed an Amendment under 37 C.F.R. §1.1 12 on March 16, 2006, in response to an 
Office Action mailed March 1, 2006, in which claims 9-1 1 and 13 were amended. Applicants 
filed an Amendment under 37 C.F.R. §1.1 16 on April 17, 2006, in response to an Office Action 
mailed May 30, 2006 in which no claims were amended. 

Claims 9-18 are currently pending. Claims 1-8 remain cancelled. Claims 9, 10, 12, 13, 
15 and 16 remain rejected pursuant to an Advisory Action dated September 20, 2006. Claims 17 
and 18 have been allowed while claims 1 1 and 14 have been indicated as containing allowable 
subject matter. Thus, the claims on appeal are claims 9, 10, 12, 13, 15 and 16 , the text of each of 
which appears in the Appendix attached to this Brief. 
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